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Navigate   Serve    Engage       Worship 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Gathering Area at 8:30 am.  

You are welcome to join us for lunch in the Life Center at noon. $8 (adults), $4(kids).  

Lunch Menu: Southwest baked chicken, buttered broccoli, rice pilaf, rolls, salad, watermelon 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, April 27, 2014 

The Bible offers us stories of many spiritual “mountain top” 

experiences: times when people directly encountered God, when Jesus 

performed miracles, and when the Holy Spirit was poured out in powerful 

ways. At Central UMC, last week felt like one of those times. From Holy 

Thursday to Easter Sunday, we had 10 worship services that ranged from 

traditional to contemporary, from an Urban Way of the Cross through 

downtown Albuquerque, to moments of quiet contemplation in the 

chapel, to “The Bible Gets Loud” in the Life Center. All told, more than 

1,500 people engaged in these worship experiences. Since Easter, I have 

received numerous cards and emails and people have commented about 

the richness, intentionality, and meaning they found in hearing the Easter story in a fresh way. I would 

call last week a “mountain top” time for our church.  

But while the Bible describes singular moments of amazing experiences, it also describes the longer 

journeys of life. Abraham and Sarah waited years to have a baby. The people of Israel waited 

generations for a Messiah. The people of the very early church expected Jesus’ return to be imminent 

and then found they still had to live their daily lives. The Apostle Paul writes of this longer nature of 

faith in the Book of Hebrews, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 

the race that is set before us.” (Hebrews 12:1) 

As we gather again for worship today, we come seeking to faithfully live our daily lives after having 

experienced the mountain top of Easter Sunday, Like the people of the early church, we want our lives 

to be a “testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 4:33) But as Paul writes, living the 

Christian life takes perseverance. It is because of this that we offer multiple programs to help nurture 

your faith and build relationships. I would challenge you to look at our discipleship classes, worship 

services, and service opportunities as gifts of grace that strengthen us for the long term journey of our 

faith so we might run with perseverance. 

A WORD FROM PASTOR GREG 

Plant Sale Fundraiser:  TODAY! 

Our youth will be selling a variety of plants 

(tomatoes, peppers, berries, honey, 

hanging flower baskets). These pesticide-

free plants are grown locally by East Central 

Ministries.  All proceeds support our youth 

mission trip to Joplin, MO this July.  Get your 

garden plants and help support two worthy 

causes!   

Sweet Jazz Benefit Concert  

TODAY, 7 pm at Sandia 

Presbyterian Church. All proceeds benefit Family 

Promise of Albuquerque.  The ‘sweet’ are all the 

desserts you can eat!  The musicians for this 8th 

annual concert will be Sid Fendley and Friends 

including vocalists Susan Clark, Diana Hughes, 

Linda Meyers and Patty Stephens. Tickets $20.00 

are sold at the door.  
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201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Ridgeway at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name: The Power Jesus Lives Despite All Odds 

Worship Venues: 8:30 & 11:00 Classic, Sanctuary,  9:45 New Day Contemporary, Life Center.  

Check out CentralToLife.org Recharge page for weekly devotional.  
 

Community of Hope South Lawn, 1:00pm for a meal, prayer, music, sharing the Word, and Holy Communion.  

Calling all Men! Come and join us as we tour some of 

the aircraft at Kirtland Air Force Base. We will visit a 

wagon wheel display including a C-130, CV-22, UH-1, and 

HH-60 on Friday, May 9th, at 11:30am. To sign up contact 

Pastor Greg Henneman at gregh@centraltolife.org. 

 

The United Methodist Women Book Club will next 

meet Wednesday, May 14, 2:00 - 3:30pm. Short Nights of 

the Shadow Catcher by Timothy Egan is the selection for 

discussion that day.  Women of all ages are welcome! Call 

the church office if you have questions.  

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES Contact Traci Bailey, 243-7834 or 

at tracib@centraltolife.org.  

Sunday School, 9:45 -10:45am, 4 year olds - 5th grade. 

Do you ever wonder what we do in Children’s Sunday 

School each week?  Although there are many things that 

make us unique, here is a quick glance at what 

is happening: 

1. Jesus is our center - every story we read, 

video we watch, and craft we make 

reiterates the unchanging truth that God 

sent his one and only Son that whosoever believes in 

Him will be saved.  God loves us that much! 

2. We are loud - laughter is contagious and  making 

joyful noises requires an increased volume.   

3. We learn by doing - games, crafts, snacks, and 

movement help us dig into God’s Word in a way that 

actually sticks. 

4. We have fun - Jesus came that we may have life and 

have it in abundance.  Abundance means favored, full, 

and FUN! 
 

SOUL (Sing Out Unto the Lord) Kids Choir Sundays, 

8:45 -9:45am, K - 5th grade,  in the Choir Room.   
 

Nursery is available for infants through 4 year olds from 

8:30am - 12:30pm on Sunday mornings.  

Church Staff                         Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Greg Henneman, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Ridgeway, Director, Ministries and Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director, Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Traci Bailey, Navigate Ministries, Adult & Children 

Scott Carver, Navigate Ministries, Youth & Young Adults 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Bookkeeper/Admin Assistant  

Youth & Young Adult Ministries Contact Scott Carver, 

243-7834 or  scottcarver@centraltolife.org.  

Today: Sunday School, 9:45am. Youth Group, 5 - 7 pm 
 

Graduation Banquet:  Sunday, May 4th. You are invited 

to join us as we honor our High School Graduates during 

this special dinner and sending ceremony.  Dinner starts at 

6pm and will take place in the Life Center.  Please RSVP 

with Scott Carver if attending. 

Do you know someone who is graduating from High 

School, College, or with any other degree?  Please let us 

know so we can recognize them on May 4.  Email Scott 

Carver so we as a church can honor this accomplishment. 
 

Youth Summer Camp:  June 16-20, Cost $265 by May 15. 
 

Young Adult Group:  Are you 18-30 and looking for a 

place for fellowship and Bible Study?  Join us Thursdays @ 

7pm here at Central as we continue our study in the book 

of James called:  “This Changes Everything”.   

Central Connections Want to learn more about Central? 

Join Pastor Scott May 4th at 12:30pm to learn how you 

can become connected at Central! Contact Mary Ridgeway 

at maryr@centraltolife.org to sign up or for  more info.  

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/
mailto:gregh@centraltolife.org
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
mailto:TraciB@CentralToLife.org
mailto:scottcarver@centraltolife.org
mailto:maryr@centraltolife.org.

